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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Sudan
October 31, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Sudan emergency is to continue
in effect beyond November 3, 2000, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication.

The crisis between the United States and
Sudan that led to the declaration on November
3, 1997, of a national emergency has not been
resolved. The Government of Sudan has contin-
ued its activities hostile to United States inter-

ests. Such Sudanese actions and policies pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States. For these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad authorities necessary to apply
economic pressure on the Government of
Sudan.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 31, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 1. The notice
of October 31 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Remarks Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the White House
November 1, 2000

Thank you very much, and good afternoon.
I know I speak for all of us in thanking David
McCullough for that wonderful review of Presi-
dent Adams’ life and Presidency. We could all
listen to him all day and never stop learning.

I thank Bob Stanton for his distinguished
work at the Park Service. I’d like to thank Rep-
resentatives Delahunt and Markey for coming
here, for representing the State of Massachu-
setts, home of the Adams family. I thank all
the descendants of the Adams family who are
here with us today, and I know that they share
in the pride all Americans feel for the contribu-
tions of John Adams and his son, John Quincy
Adams, and so many other members of their
family, to the richness of our Nation’s history.

Mayor Williams, thank you for joining us here
today. I’d like to thank the members of the
White House Historical Association Board, in-
cluding Bob Breeden and Hugh Sidey and Neil
Horstman, who helped make this month of cele-
brations possible. I’d like to thank the people
here at the White House who played their

role—Melanne Verveer, the First Lady’s Chief
of Staff, who has worked so hard on the historic
preservation work we’ve been honored to do
these last 8 years; and especially our Chief
Usher, Gary Walters, and through him all the
members of the White House staff, who for
200 years now have been the unsung heroes
of making this place work every day, making
it a place available to the American people, and
still a home for the President and his family.

I’d also like to thank the United States Marine
Band. For more than 200 years, they have set
a standard of musical excellence that has en-
riched this house and our entire Nation. They
have been the President’s own, and for me, it
has been a special honor and treat. They have
stirred the spirits of more people than President
Adams could ever have imagined when he
signed the bill creating the Marine Band. And
today their music is in honor of his memory.
So let’s give them a big hand. Thank you very
much for being here. [Applause]
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As David McCullough just said, the Capital
City President Adams helped to shape was a
very different place than the Washington we
know today. Our Nation was new and still carv-
ing out the symbols that would define it forever.
History tells us that even as the city’s planners
debated the final design of this house, masons
laid its stone foundations more than 4 feet thick.
Like our Nation’s Founders, these men were
building a monument to freedom, and they
wanted it to last.

In 1814, when the British troops captured
Washington, they entered the President’s House,
as it was then known, to find supper still on
the table. The First Lady, Dolly Madison, had
prepared it for her husband, but had to leave
it behind when she fled. Well, the British were
uncouth enough to eat the supper before they
set fire to the house. [Laughter] When the
smoke finally cleared, it was just a charred shell,
but the stone walls stood strong, and so did
our Nation.

For two centuries now, Americans have
looked to the White House as a symbol of lead-
ership in times of crisis, of reassurance in times
of uncertainty, of continuity in times of change,
of celebration in times of joy. These walls carry
the story of America. It was here at the White
House that President Jefferson first unrolled
maps of a bountiful continent to plan the Lewis
and Clark expedition; here that President Lin-
coln signed the Emancipation Proclamation free-
ing the slaves, some of whose ancestors had
quarried the very stone from which the White
House was built; here that President Roosevelt
held the Fireside Chats, willing his nation
through the Depression, then marshaling our
Allies through the war.

Over the course of 2 centuries, the White
House has also been home to 40 Presidents
and their families, including mine. Hillary, Chel-
sea, and I love this house. We have loved living
here. It is still a thrill every time I drive up
in a car or land on the back lawn in the heli-
copter, just to look at this magnificent place
and to feel the honor of sharing its history for
these 8 years. We are profoundly grateful to
the American people for letting it be our home
for these years.

One of the best things about it, like any
home, is welcoming others to share in its beauty
and history, not just heads of state or great
artists or famous scholars but the people this
house really belongs to, the American people.

The White House is the only executive resi-
dence in the entire world that is regularly open,
free of charge, to the public. And every year
nearly a million and a half people walk through
its halls, marveling at the history and taking
away perhaps a little better sense of who we
are as a nation.

Hillary has taken a special interest in sup-
porting this living museum, showcasing the full
diversity of our Nation’s art, culture, and history.
I thank her, especially, for establishing the
Sculpture Garden over here to my left in the
Jackie Kennedy Garden. And from the day we
moved in, she has also devoted herself to pre-
serving the White House and has personally
overseen the restoration of several of its public
rooms, rooms on the Residence floor, on the
second floor, and on the third floor.

Working with the White House Historical As-
sociation, she’s also helped to raise a lasting
endowment, something that is profoundly impor-
tant because it will enable us to better preserve
the White House and its collections for all gen-
erations to come.

In renewing this beloved monument to our
Nation’s history and freedom, we also renew
our commitment to the dream of our Founders
that our democracy, built upon bedrocks of lib-
erty and justice, will grow ever stronger and
remain forever young.

So as the White House enters its third cen-
tury, let us remember President John Adams,
being grateful to him for his many contributions
to our Republic and his determination to define
us as one nation. And let us share his prayer
that in this house the best of blessings will be
bestowed, and that leaders here will find the
wisdom and the guidance to do well by our
Nation, to do well by all of our people, and
to be a responsible leader in the larger world.

That’s what John Adams tried to do; that’s
what America has tried to do for 200 years
now. We are still in the business of forming
that more perfect Union of our Founders’
dreams. I hope and believe he would be
pleased.

Now, let the celebration begin.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. on the
Blue Room Balcony at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Presidential historian and
author David McCullough; and Mayor Anthony
A. Williams of Washington, DC.
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